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ogee Oxresa Drvistow. | | 
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6 ty gue plat e I. —-Fonmex Porrrios. e e 
The Hablul Matzen of the 30th October says that one of the principe 
od Pen dt Saas of. the financial decline of Persia is 
p cf | Bxtorein the Persians being dot ot in acoounts ha 


depend upon European mercenaries in their mone 

transactions. If the Persians want to improve their condition, they shoulc 
employ Persians in their firms. To entrust Europeans with work of any kind 
is not at all advisable. | | 5 sit i 
2. The Mandhum of the 7th November writes as follows with reference 


| to the Transyaal war:— ts fa 
ee ee The success of British arms in the Transvaal 
is certain. Our kind-hearted Queen has sent telegrams expressing her sorrow 
for the wounded and the dead. We sincerely pray to Heaven that succes 
may attend British arms. Many ignorant people think that the other 
European Powers will side with one ny oe the other, and in that case things 
will assume a very serious aspect. But this is a mistake. nation of the 
world is not aware of the heroism and indomitable courage of the British? 
Is there a nation so heroic as will dare to face the British warships ? 
3. The Dainsk Chandrika of the : > here mee the following in an 
; article on the history of South Africa:— —- 
peritish dealings in regerd to In 1870, » diamond mine was discovered on 
the bank of the Orange river, and gold mines were 
also simultaneously discovered in the Transvaal. This led the British Govern- 
ment to covet the Transvaal, and it began to. seek -pretexts for annexing that 
country. It laid claim to the diamond mine in the Free State on the plea that 
the land on which the mine was discovered was made a gift of to it by its 


Danm CHANDRI£A, 
Nov. 7th, 1899. 


owner, a local Chief. After a good deal of negotiation and discussion, the 


Free State Government had to sell it to the British for ninety thousand pound. 
In 1874, when Lord Beaconsfield was, for the second time, Prime Minister 
of England, the British Government began to pick holes in the Transvaal 
Government. It was alleged that the Boers treated the natives most eruelly 
and in a highhanded manner, and it was even asserted that the Boers would 
some day come to be ruled by the natives. The then President of the Republic 
strongly protested against all these charges preferred against the Boers, but in 
vain. In 1877, the Transvaal was dec to be British territory, and the 
President of the Republic had to satisfy himself only with a formal and verbal 
protest. A deputation also was sent to England to protest against this annexa- 
tion and Kruger was one of the members of the deputation. The deputation, 
however, failed. Next year, Kruger and Joubert were again sent to England 
on the same mission, but in vain. The British Government declined to modify 
the declaration of annexation. They prayed to the Queen for their indepen- 
dence, but in vain. pe | 
4. The Sumiran of the 8th November has the following on the Transvaal 
The Transvaal war. ee , a 92 
To make Mother Britannia ory 2 to 
stain the white skin of the British with crimson blood, to shed British blood 
in the deserts of South Africa and cause it to flow down the Vaal—to maintain 
independence atany cost, whata desperate hope this! The insignificant Boers 
are trying to achieve what no one can imagine, what even a mad man would 
not boast of doing, what even the greatest Mili in 0 0 
dreamt of accomplishing. A man can risk ag fey bore everything when he is 
oaded up to the point of sacrificing bis life. The Boers are determined to la 
down their lives for their independence, which is dearer even than life. This 
why they are so desperate in their hope. | 


Cast into the abyss of disappointment, and hopi 2 hope, the Boers 
have come forward to attain what is unattainable, to do what it is impossible 
to do. And they are working wonders. Why else should the eyes of thousands 
of British mothers be heavy with tears? Why else should so many people in 
England be in mourning ? Why else should the r be praying to 
Heaven for British victory? 8 ah British have 1 5 22 yed _—— 
anxiety, have never made su t preparations, have never acted with 1 
much 4 have never so much discussed the question of fighting such an 


Power in the world has not 


SaMIRay, 
Nov, 8th, 1899. 


Hrrakant, 
Oct. Zlet, 1899. 
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i „ 9 — . 
British woul r the Boers in a trice.and cast them into the Indian Ocean, 
But oh tos that we bate beon a little mistaken, we see that there is a good deal 


of difference between fear of death and an attempt to find out food between 


acting from a motive of self-protection and acting from a motive of acquiring 
ais Lang he small skirmishes alone, there have, up to this time, taken plage 
six important encounters, in which the Boers, instead of being defoated, have 

iven proofs of indomitable courage, „ gc energy, and un paralleled 
a Those who 3 that they would be easily efeated ) 
disappointed. The British losses in these battles have been fairly staggering, 
and when. the losses in the second battle at Glenco were made known, 
the British public lost their hoad in anger. Some, in anxiety, began to tell 
President Kruger’s fortune, some ran to Hiram. Maxim to ascertain the strength 
of the Boer artillery. 


It is admitted that the Boer capital is defended by Krupp and other formidable 


siege guns. Hiram Maxim admits that these sei e guns can tear even an 
armoured train to pieces like tissue paper. In addition to these siege guns the 
Boers have ‘also procured thirty Maxim guns, but these are harmless in their 
hands as they do not know how to handle them. It is the Boer sharpshooter 
who is to be dreaded most. The Boers may not be very clever in handling the 


rtill 
is by no means to be despised. It will be a serious matter if skilful German 
Idiers help the Boers. | 


Tne vast military preparations made by the British Government would 


naturally lead one to suspect that some European Power intends to help the 


Boers. There is, however, no reason to believe that any European Power will 
1 stand out against England. 


he reverse to the British arms at Ladysmith has given the public cause 


for anxiety. The British public has come down upon Sir George White. But 
he could not go against what was destined by inexorable Fate. It is said that 
General White has been wounded and his position has been completely invested 


by the enemy. May this news prove false! Otherwise, Sir Redvers Buller, the 


Adjutant-General himself, will have to take charge of the Boer war, and that 


ill be a disgrace! All South Africa, with the exception of Natal, isin the 
hands of the Boers. 


II.—Houu ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 
5. The Hitakari of the 3 Ist October writes that starving and helpless 


| 2 are often found lying on the roadside in 
Nadz dei in Kumarkhali, Kumarkhali, Nadia district. Recently a poor and 


helpless Musalman woman took shelter in a vacant 


hut near the juuction of the station and Khaksa roads. The owner of the hut 


has turned her out, and she has taken shelter under a tree on the public road. 


It is hoped that the local. Municipality and the Police will try to relieve the 
distress of such poor and destitute people. 


6. The Kangal of the lst November has the following :— 


The Bengal Police. For the commission of oppression, the police 


. »,oeeupies the foremost position in the executive 
branch of the administration. The very name of the police excites in the 


public mind a feeling of aversion mixed with fear. It is the public impression 
that the police is more dan 


gerous than a venomous serpent or a blood-thirsty 

beast. To tell the truth, the police seems to be cruelty incarnate. The Creator, 

= might almost say, put together all the hardest tnings in the world to make 
e 


ice. What else can we say of the police, when we see that there is to 
lace for kindness and affection A 282 r 


its heart, that its heart is not moved even 
y the piteous lament «of disconsolate | 


. parents whose son has died, that it does 
not care for the tears of a forlorn. widow, and even goes the length of ill-treating 
and rip | her, and that it feels no 

man 


innocent The conduct of the Bengal Police often ste 


aggersus. The only 
aon of some unhappy parents has met with an. aceidentel death. They are 


ignificant and half-civilised.enemy as the Boers... Experience told us that the 


ve been 


ery, but the artillery efficiency, which they have shown in several battles, 


compunction in punishing even an 


a 
@ . 


8 LSS as EF 


(en) 


ng over his 3 : 

it does not move the heert of the police; which tries to make money even out 
of such an event! There has been a theft in your house and you report it 
to the police, and the police comes to your house in full furce and tts ds tree 
rations and illegal gratification. If you are unwilling or unable to satisfy it, or 
if there is the least flaw in your arrangements for entertaining it, you are done 
for. You may even run the risk of being prosecuted for giving false information 
to the police. If, on the other hand, you fail to bring the theft to its notice, you 
may be prosecuted for concealing an offence. ‘That such police oppression 
almost become a matter of. every-day occurrencein the mufi is known to 
all who have any knowledge of the mufassal. In a word, there is none other 
like the police, to make truth appear as falsehood and falsehood as truth, to 
make night oo as day and day as 
= have been ruined and imprisoned by falling into the clutches of the 
police. 


7. The Som Prakash of the 6th November writes as follows: 


loudly and frantically crying 


During the late Kali Puja festival a rich man, 


, Fireworks on the public streets named Akshay Pain, made a display of fireworks on 
1 the — Street in Kambullatol a, Calcutta, 
A lad of about 12 or 13 years and another lad were seriously injured during 
the display. Who is responsible for this? Did the Government authorise 
displays of fireworks on the public streets? It is an offence to firo guns in the 
public streets in Calcutta. Is it not an offence to make a display of fireworks 
so carelessly in the public streets? We draw the attention of the (tovernment 
to this. Strict rules are required prohibiting the display of dangerous fireworks 
on the public streets. We often see constables ill treating boys who are 
found letting off crackers on the public streets. Why do we 4. find the 
police inactive in the case of rich people? Is it because the amount of buksish 
deer to them is greater in the case of the latter people? We trust the 
n will kindly enquire into the matter and redress the evil com- 
ned of. e 
5 8. The Bangabhumi of the 7th November complains of dadmashs in Kali- 
85 i kucha, a village in the Tippera district. The 
me padmasis in @ village in the hadmaahzs have become a terror to the villagers. 
ed They set houses on fire, and otherwise ill-treat 
innocent people with impunity, Some of them have been arrested and punish- 
ed by the Subdivisional Officer. Warrants have been issued against those who 
have decamped. It is hoped that the police will be up and doing for their 
arrest. : he. 3 ) 
9. The Bankura Darpan of the 8th November writes as follows: 
A cooly-recruiter has enticed away one Akshay 
N Ray, nephew of Haradhan Ray, from village Nirasa, 
under the Bara jor outpost, in the district of Bankura. came to us 
and said that a relative of his, Nibu Ray, of village Pabaya, came to his house 
on the night of the 20th July last and called 
complained to the Sub-Inspector, but in vain. Akshay has a ringworm mark 
on his left forearm. We suspect that Akshay has been sent to a cooly depot 
under a false name. He is by caste a & ia. A wan is missing within British 
territory. We shall be happy to know his whereabouts 
10. The same paper writes as follows: 
: | The number of lepers in Bankura is dail 
r Renrnse- increasing. We now see more — here than 
before.. We have come to know from a trustworthy source that the number 
of lepers in other parts of this district has also increased. This disease 
will shortly spread over the whole country, if speedy measures are not taken 
to check ifs progress. It is: so contagious, that touching even the shadow 
of a leper is prohibited. But all rules are being transgressed here in regard 
to lepers. People here bathe in the same ta agp tir and have the 
same barbers and washermen as the latter. One shudders to write that 
food prepared by lepers is being publicly sold in the +treets, and the authorities 
take no notice of it. The sweetmeat-maker is punished for a er be 
but lepers are not even warned when they sell food prepared by themsel 


shedding tears in torrents, Suck. 


his nephew away. He had 
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* Countless numbers of innocent 
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Nov, 7th, 1899, 
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Nov. 8th, 1899. 
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Oct. 30th, 1899. 


SaNJIVANI, 
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Nov. 8rd, 1899. 


( 208 ) — 
‘we found in a village a leprous milkman milking u oo. His 


6 months ; . 
og who is healthy, sells this milk in the town, and the towns-people drink 


it. One day we found a leper in an advanced stage of the disease bargaining 
2 fish, He did not take — but took some of it on his hand and eee. 
it and the fish - woman mixed the fish touched by him with the other fis. 
11. A correspondent of the Samiran of the 8th November coniplains of a 
case of fraudulent covly recruitment. A carpenter of 
A case of fraudulent cooly ro- the name of Dinanath, of Patsahra, a village in the 
n Burdwan district, has been fraudulently’ recruited 
as a cooly and sent to the Duarbandh tea- garden in Assam The man is a good 
carpenter, and used to earn Ra, 30 to Rs. 40 a month. He was the only earning 
member of his family. He has written to his father a mournful letter, requestin 
him to remit to him Rs. 140 which the manager of the tea-garden must have 
before setting him at liberty. The father is a poor man, and, failing to 
procure the money wanted, has applied to the Magistrate of Burdwan for the 
release of his son. 


( Working of . the Courts. | 


12. The Tripura Hitaisht of the 30th October complains that the Sub- 
divisional Officer of Narayanganj one day saw a 

fisherman selling rotten fish in the market. He 
instantly thrust a rotten fish into his mouth. The 
writer draws the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor to this matter. : 
13. The Sanjivani of the 2nd November writes as follows with reference to 

i n the case of Narsing, in the district of Chapra, in an 
pre eee 2 eee article entitled The curtain is raisedè -- 

In this farce of a trial the native Deputy Magistrate, the Assistant Police 
Superintendent, the District Superintendent of Police, the ny. apis v6 the Civil 
Surgeon, and the Commissioner, all have figured as actors. In the administration 
of criminal justice such mystery was never before revealed. Ample evidence 
has been obtained showing how a trial was turned into a farce in the hands of 
the officers named above, We have often heard of the misdeeds of Deputy 
Magistrates, Magistrates or Police Superintendents; but this is the first time 
that we hear how executive officers of all grades—from the Commissioner down 
to the Assistant Superintendent of Police—can combine to work the ruin of an 
innocent man. | 
14. The Hitaradi of the 3rd November has the following: roca 

es Che We are going to relate not a fable, but a fact, 

: e and it is a bare hard fact, an incident which has 
taken place under the civilised and just British rule during the régimé of Lord 
Curzon and in Bengal proud of its education. English officials have the 
reputation of dealing evenhanded justice, and the Indian people have a firm 
faith in the justice and impartiality of Englishmen. Yet it is some te nt 
pless 


The Subdivisional Officer of 
Nara yanganj, Dacca district. 


men who have committed such a low and hateful act, have treated a h 
and oppressed man with such cruelty, in order to shield his oppressor, a young, 
inexperienced and highhanded European official, that we are inclined to hang 
down our head in shame and disappointment even as we write about it. 3 
The writer then gives a summary of Mr. Pennell’s judgment in Narsing’s 
case, and observes as follows :— | Yop 
It is a man like this Mr, Twidell, who has been entrusted with the 
absolute rule of a district! If a man of Mr. Pennell’s impartiality and con- 
scientiousness had not been the District Judge of Saran, these misdeeds com- - 
mitted 8 50 Chapra officials would not have been brought to the notice of the 
public. - Pennell, on receiving Narsing’s appeal, sent it on to Mr. Twidell. 
e also called for an explanation from the District Magistrate and the Deputy 
Magistrate, Maulvi Zakir Hosain. Mr. Twidell was, however, advised by the 
Commissioner, Mr. Bourdillon, an ideal Civilian, not to submit any explana» 
tion. Mr. Pennell had, therefore, no other alternative than to summon Mears. 
Twidell, Bradley, Corbett, Simkins, Maddox and Zakir Hosain as witnesses 
Their evidence disclosed alte , Deas bead eee 


) lisclosed the whole truth. 
Ur. Corbett oppressed and ill - treated poor Narsing, who, mercilessly 


ashed by his oppressor, had to dig earth for some time to bis great di 
Te protect Mr. Corbett, all the high oi ials of F ° 2 his great di 


m 


Fs AAT Are 


satisfactory. In his judgment, Mr. Pennell writes that Mr. Bour 


680) 


down to the Civil Surgeon, had to stifle the voice of their conscience, . And 
this Mr. Corbett has been promoted and transferred to Backergunge! fi 
Mr. Pennell has been transferred to an unhealthy district like Noakhali—Mr. 
Pennell, whom even the Commissioner could not move from the path of 5 


— * ; 
* 


by writing letters to him, who did not listen to Mr. Bourdillon’s request for 


ing the deposition of the Magistrate and the other officials in his priv 
chamber, and who had the courage to bring the misdeeds of the officials 1 the 
notice of the Government. We would have had no reason to complain of 
Mr. Pennell’s transfer if Sir John Woodburn had not been our Lieutenant- Gov: 
ernor and Lord Curzon our Viceroy. We know that, whether there be a man 
like Mr. Bolton or any other man among Sir John Woodburn’s Secretaries, no 
one will be able to mislead him. We, therefore, humbly pray our highminded 
Lieutenant-Governor and our largehearted . neral to break the 
spell of this official. conspiracy and mete out just punishment to the guilty. 
he authorities: ought to remember that it is such godlike officials as Mr. 
Pennell, who maintain the glory and reputation of British rule in India, 
15. Referring to the Chapra case, the Bharat Mitra of the 6th November 
Thc Chanek cane says that the decision arrived at by Mr. Pennell, 
1 District and Sessions Judge of Chapra, is quite 
dillon, om- 
missioner of Patna, wrote him a letter directing him to hush'up the case. He 
also finds fault with the conduct of Maulvi Zakir Hosain in connection with the 


case. He also takes notice of the conduct of the Magistrate, the Police and the 


Civil Surgeon of Chapra. It was never before heard that all the officials in 
of a district could unite in order to get a poor constable punished. It is 


a matter of regret that Mr. Pennell has been transferred to Noakhali. 


16. Referring to Narsing’s case, the Hindi Bangavasi of the 6th Novem- 
: ber observes that, at the instance of Mr. Bourdillon, 
: Mr. Twidell, the District Magistrate of Chapra, 
refrained from calling for an explanation from Maulvi Zakir Hosain . 
Pennell’s remarks regarding Maulvi Zakir Hosain reflect. great discredit upon 
him, ‘The reward which Mr. Pennell has received for his impartial decision 
is that he has been transferred to Noakhali. 5 i „ 
17. The Som Prakash 5 ag 1 says, with reference to Mr. 
ennell in the Chapra case: cir? 
n Is Mr. Pennell a are or a Judge? We have 
never come across such a godlike Judge during our whole career as newspaper 
editors. Thanks to the just decision of Mr. Bolton, he has been transferred 
to Noakhali for what he has done in the Chapra case, The Patrika says 
that the large-minded Mr. Bolton has punished him by transferring him to an 
inferior district in order to uphold the cause of justice. But Noakhali, we say, 
is not an inferior district. But supposing it to be, it will be sanctified by the 
residence there of this god. It will henceforth be regarded as a sacred place. 
Noble-minded Mr Pennell, your justice, impartiality and highmindedness will 
make your name immortal in this world as long as the sun and the moon last. 
We. shall not feel it a disgrace to go even to hell with you. We believe that 
your presence in hell will convert it into heaven. ee 
18. The Bangabhums of the 7th November has the following on the 
‘  Chapra case ;— 1 a 
pe Ae I ine The way in which Mr. Pennell criticised the 
conduct of the Maulvi, the District Magistrate and the Commissioner is highly 
befitting a Judge of his. truthfulness and conscientiousness. When the appeal 
was filed, even the Commissioner tried to influepce him by letters. But Mr. 
Pennell did not, for the sake of justice, pay any heed to the Commissioner’s 
requests. In criticising the conduct of the Maulvi, he has shown that the Maulvi 
tried to please his superiors by tampering with truth and trampling upon, justice. 
The doings, not only of the Maulvi, but also of the Magistrate and the Com- 
missioner, as disclosed in Mr. Pennell’s judgment and his comments thereon, 
fairly take one by surprise. It makes one shudder to read in Mr Pennell’s 
judgment how all the high officials of a Division, from the Commissioner down 
to the Police Superintendent, tried their best to ruin a petty constable. . 


The Chapra case. 


„Mr. Pennell bas been rewarded by Mr. Bolton for up olding the cause of 
truth and justice with a transfer to Noakhali, a distant and unbealthy district, 
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Many of our contem : : , 

fail to understand the cause of their sorrow. The gentleman who 
pish bao judge of Noakhali before Mr. Pennell was not sent to that district 
for doing anything unusually good or unusually bad. Moreover, is Noakhali 
a Port Blair for Judges and Magistrates ? We are not aware of the existence 
of any practice by virtue of which officials incurring displeasure of the autho: 
rities are transferred to Noakhall. Noakhali must be congratulated on its bein 
favoured with a just avd godlike Judge like Mr. Pennell. It is our rare 
fortune that the god who was so long in Bihar has now come to Bengal. It 
is not reasonable to look upon his transfer as a punishment. But let that pass, 
We now wish to know what measures the Government intends to take upon 
what has been disclosed in Mr, Pennell’s judgment. Maulvi Zakir Hosain has 
at once retired from service. We do not blame Mr. Bolton for Mr. Pennell’s 
transfer. What else could Mr. Bolton do, considering the attitude of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner towards him ? , | 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


19. The Hitakars of the 31st October writes as follows :— 
| Malaria is raging furiously at Kumarkhali, in 
Complaints against the Kumar- the Nadia district. There is not a house in which 
ee two or three persons are not laid up. All this 
suffering is due to the want of good drainage and the accumulation of filthy. 
water in many places. The filthy water in the house of Babu Fatik Chandra 
Majumdar so long used to flow through the roadside drain and fall into the 
kancha municipal drain. We do not know why the Municipal Commissioners 
have obstructed this drain. For the last few months filthy water from the 
house of Fatik Babu has been flowing over the road and accumulating in 
front of the house of Babu Kadha Raman Majumdar, emitting a very bad 
smell, so much so, that nobody can pass that road without experiencing great 
annoyance and inconvenience. | | 

The municipal drain near the house of Haridas Bairagi has also been 


obstructed. His house has, in fact, become quite unfit for habitation on . 


account of the water accumulating in and around it. He applied twice to the 
Chairman for the removal of the obstruction, but without effect. The District 
Magistrate was next applied to, and he ordered the Subdivisional Officer of 
Kushtia to enquire into the matter. It is more than a month since that officer 
made the enquiry, but Haridas has not yet obtained any redress. : 

There is a pound attached to the municipal office building. The 
yaradar of the pound makes no arrangement for the feeding of the cattle. 
The pound is in an unhealthy and dilapidated condition. During the rains a 
pool of water forms within the pound, and the suffering of the cattle becomes 
very acute. The pound-keeper is not also found present on the spot and people 
coming to release their cattle have to go away disappointed. They have to go 


to the yaradar’s house and pay additional fines for the delay, for which, 
however, the saradar alone is responsible. ) 


20. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows: 


Soe Before the general election in 1897 and before 
— — inthe Kumarkhali the late Commissioners retired from their office, 


their Chairman, Babu Jnanendra Nath Sanyal, . 


ordered the accountant and clerk of the Municipality to pay Rs. 20 to Messrs. 
Allen, Peak and Company of Lucknow oud Rs. 21-4 to a certain firm m 
Calcutta. The accountant and clerk misappropriated the money, In April 
1898, the Government Auditor brought this fact to the notice of the authorities 
and the Municipal Commissioners. Instead of censuring the accountant, 
however, the auditor recorded the opinion that the sum should be either paid to 
those to whom it was due or refunded to the Municipality. The auditor 
discovered another discrepancy. Rupees 20 was paid to a contractor in advance 
for repairing the station road. When the final bill was passed, this sum was 
not deducted from his bill. The auditor says that this was only a mistake of 


the accountant’s. On receiving a copy of the audit certificate of the 2nd April 


ate wrote to the Chairman about these discrepancies. 


raries are expressing their sorrow at this transfer. We, 


airman wrote in reply that the money was paid to the | 


„ 
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arties to whom it was due. The Magistrate was satisfied and the matter 

In July 1899, the auditor came again. After minutely examining 
the accounts, he found that the Calcutta firm. was | the 
firm. He also found that the sum of Hs. 20, which had been 
contractor in advance and was pot deducted from his bill, had not been 
refunded to the Municipality. We had heard that criminal proceedings would 
be instituted against the accountant. But we heard again that the Munie 
overseer, the tax-collector and the accountant jointly gave a dinner to the 
auditor, and nothing has, after that, been heard about the institution of criminal 
proceedings. We hear that Rs. 16 only has been subsequently realised from 
the accountant, out of the total amount of Rs.40. Of this Rs. 12 was the 
contractor’s deposit and that too had been misappropriated by the accountant. 
It is also said that Rs. 4 has been realised from the overseer and refunded to the 
Municipality along with the amount realised from the accountant. We fail to 
understand why Rs. 4 has been realised from the overseer. We do not know 
what his fault is. A meeting of the Commissioners was called and a resolution 
was passed fining the accountant one month’s pay for making so much delay in 
refunding Municipal money. 

21. The Sanjivant of the 2nd November says that Mr. Sinclair, the 
European head of the Municipal workshop at Entally, 
Abe calcutta Municipality in used to privately carry on the business of a machine 
repairer. He, however, used to get his work done 
in the Municipal workshop, but he did not pay the Municipality anything for 
the same for a long time. He was detected and removed from service, when 
it was found that he owed to the W Rs 11,000. As there is no 
chance of getting back the money, the Municipal Commissioners have waived 
all claim to it. The Company in whose name Mr. Sinclair carried on the 
business, had a large workshop at Howrah. The Municipality could have 
easily recovered the amount by selling it. 


— (9) -Ratlways and communications, including canals and trrt, ation. 


22. <A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 3rd November complains that 
the carriages in the trains on the Dildarnagar to 
Tarighat branch line of the East Indian Railway 


A railway complaint. 


paid but not the Lucknow 
paid to the 
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Nov. 2nd, 


1899, 


Hrravant, 
Nov. 8rd, 1899. 


are not properly lighted, This causes great inconvenience to passengers. The 


train from Tarighat leaves the station at 6-30 P. u., and this prevents passengers 
from Gazipur from availing themselves of it. This train should be timed to 
leave Tarighat at a later hour. 
23. The Samiran of the 8th November requests the authorities of the 
8 i Eastern Bengal State Raliway to provide native 
n female passengers with a waiting-room on the 
platform No. 4. One of the rooms at the end of the platform may be set apart 
for this purpose, and if that is done, female passengers will be provided with 
a waiting-room without any expense. This will save female passengers, as well 
as their male escorts, a good deal of trouble and inconvenience. 


() — General, 


24. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 2nd N ovember has the 


, : following :— | 
ayy ory nene The Punjab Observer says that last year when 
uestion was raised whether Government, fearing spread of the plague, 


the 
could prohibit Musalmans from visiting Mecea, the Ulama of Turkey and 


Nov. 8th, 


1899, 


DARUSSALTARAT 
AND Urnpvu Gum, 


Nov, 2nd, 


Egypt gave the fatwa that such prohibition would be against Islam. It is to be 


hoped that the Government will direct its attention to the new Hedjaz rules. 
25. The soldiers belonging to the West Kent Regiment, writes the 
Hitavadi of the 3rd November, who were proved to 
The resolution on the Rangoon have been implicated in the Rangoon ot 2 
. have been dismissed. 3 whe 2 
as an informant against the culprits, has also been dismissed. e writer fail 
to understand the reason of this. It is a great regret that no other punishment 
than dismissal has been meted out to the oflending soldiers. Bs : 


189. 
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e r writes as follows with reference to Lord Curzon’s 
r ee speech in reply to the address of the Delhi Muni. 
Lord Curzon on addresses. | cipality 3 
Lord Curzon does not approve of the ventilation of grievances in addresses. 
This has pained us. Those who are immersed, so to eay, in a sea of wants and 
ievances, naturally enough give vent to them in the presence of their ruler, 
and do not follow the hypocritical policy of concealing them. The British 
Government is an alien Government, and those who come out to this countr 
as Viceroys are generally ignorant of the true condition of the people. They 
are in the habit of taking as gospel truth whatever their subordinates say of 
the people. This being the case, the Viceroy ought to have felt a strong 
desire to know the grievances of the people. 
27. The same paper writes as follows :— 
| A correspondent complains of the conduct of 
The Postal Superintendent of Babu Dwarikanath Goswami, Postal Superintend. 
8 ent of the Purnea Division. Last March, a mail 
bag was stolen on the Deogbur line and some peons were sentenced to seven 
years imprisonment by the Dumka Sessions. The Postal Superintendent paid 
a visit to the Dumka post-office in course of his investigation and suspended 


the chaukidar, Jaturay, because, in reply to a question, he said that the peon 


Bardayal slept in the post-office building on 2nd March last, The same 
answer was made to the same question by two postal peons, but they were not 
punished in any way. Jaturay was suspended in March under a verbal order, 
subsequently confirmed by a written order. In September, he was called upon 


to submit an explanation. It appears from that explanation that Bardayal 


would not have been acquitted if Jaturay had not deposed that he had slept at 
Dumka on the 2nd March. The Superintendent writes that both his personal 
enquiry and the police 1 show that Bardayal would not have been 
acquitted but for Jaturay’s deposition. If this is true, why did not the 
Superintendent prove this in the Court? Why did he not suspend Jaturay in 
the course of his investigation? Why did he not pass a written order of 
suspension in the first instance? Jaturay says, in his explanation, that what he 
ad i said about Bardayal was true so far as his knowledge went, and he prays 
for forgiveness. Wedo not know whether the Superintendent will take pity on 
him, but we hope that the Director-General of Post Offices will do justice to 
the poor chaukidar. : 
It is also complained that the Postal Superintendent does not allow any 
carriage to stand anywhere near the post office compound. He has also pro- 
hibited the entrance into the compound of all who know telegraphic work. 
28. The bharat Mitra of the 6th November says that His Excellency 
‘cok n Dell ue Lord Curzon was highly pleased with the Delhi 
Municipal Address, because it did not contain any 
complaint or statement of grievances as is the case with almost all addresses 
in India. But from what source does His Excellency expect to ascertain what 
the grievances of the people are, if not from their addresses? ) 
29. The Bangabhumi of the 7th November has the following :— 


W e elflel. A native official of rank one day arriyed at 


f the Chapra station. He sent his wife, with his son, 
to the steamer, himself staying at the station to look after his lu 


ggage. His son 

and wife by mistake occupied first-class seats with secon ad tickets, 
Coming to know this, the native official proceeded to remove them to a second- 
class compartment, when a European steamer officer obstructed him. He ex- 
plained the matter to him, but he was not still allowed to go. At this time 
the Additional Commissioner of Patna appeared, but he took the side of the 
steamer officer, and, after a little altercation, dealt a blow to the native official 
and laid him low onthe ground. At this juncture the Magistrate of Chapra 
appeared on the scene and held the native official responsible for the matter. 
e, however, advised both him and the Additional Commissioner to apologise 
to each other. The native official at once submitted a written apology, but 


the European official did nothing of the kind. The matt tl 
brought to the notice of the higher authori Was ees 


ties by the E i d 
the. native official was transferred to Noakhali. 08 DY the European officials, and 


Mr. Pennell was at this time 


Abe Judge of Chapra, and he referred the matter to the English Department of 
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the High Court, The authorities then came to realise that it was tho native 
official who had been ill-treated, and they transferred him from Noakhali to 


Manbhum. We fail to appreciate the justice of ‘the decision of the authorities. 
The oppressed native official. is twice transferred, but the European official 
who oppressed him remains unpunished, What has the High Court done in 
the matter ? Who can say how long the native official would have had to rot 
at Noakhali, if Mr. Pennell had not brought his case to the notice of the High 
Court? What is this that Mr. Bolton has done after considering the refer- 
ences of the District Magistrate, the District Judge, and the High Court ? 
We fail to understand him. | 9 ase | 
30. The Samiran of the 8th November has a cartoon headed “The sigh- 
“The sighing and lamenting of ing and lamenting of the people and the Govern- 
the people and the Government’s ment's desire for war.” A number of emaciated 
desire for war. and famine-stricken people are shown. ‘ Peace” 
stands dejected, while a European, somewhat tesembling Lord Curzon in 
appearance, is grinding a trident in a warlike attitude. Near him the doors of 
the exchequer stand open, showing bags of money. } 
31. The same paper fails to understand why the Lieutenant-Governor 
7 has proposed to pay a visit to Chittagong before 
A . pro. seeing with his own eyes the distressed condition 
. me of the people of Bhagalpur, Monghyr and the 
Sonthal Parganas, and wiping their tears. The writer does not know what 
business of importance awaits the Lieutenant-Governor at Chittagong. 


ITI.—LEGIsLATive: 


32. The Sunjivani of the 2nd November writes as follows: 
We thank the Government for its proposal to 
The proposed amendment of the lessen the rigour of the Cooly Act. We thank it 
rane one allthe more because it is trying to protect the 
women. It appears to be the first and foremost care of the cooly-recruiters to 
get women by hook or wy crook tosign an agreement, Female recruiters are 
employed to do this work. It is almost impcssible to keep male coolies in a 
garden where there are no female coolies. For this reason the recruiters. try 
to recruit female coolies by any means, The Government has proposed that no 
woman is to be bound by an agreement without the consent of her husband or 
guardian. But even if this proposal is carried into effect, there will still be a 
way left open for fraud. Crafty recruiters will find people to personate the 
husband or the dian of a cooly woman, and will in this way succeed in 
binding her by an agreement. Will the Government do something to effectu- 
ally put a stop to such fraudulent recruitment? We think that if the Govern- 
ment provides that no one will be recognized as the husband or the guardian of 
a woman, unless he is identified as such by two or three principal persons in 
her village, the chances of fraud will be considerably diminished, If the Rural 
Sub-Registrars are vested with the power of registering coolies, and if it is also 
provided that a cooly should be registered only before the Sub- Registrar in 
whose jurisdiction he or she lives, the chances of fraud will be still more 
minimised. 

The Government has done well in proposing to raise the cooly wages. 
There is no district in Bengal where a cooly does not earn Rs. 6 
month, But a cooly in a tea-garden gets only Rs. 5. He is getting the same 
wages as were fixed 35 years ago. In the courseof these 34 years the prices’ of 
food-stuffs:have been doubled. The Government has clearly understood that 
injustice.is being done to the coolies, and it has, therefore, proposed to increuse 
their wages. The tea-planters and their friends will, no doubt, strongly oppose 
this.proposal and the Englishman, the tea-planters’ friend, has already begun 
to oppose: it. The Englishman says that the tea industry is no longer 8e profit- 
able as. before, and so, if the cost of growing tea is increased, it will go hard 
with. the. tea-planters. In the Sonthal Parganas district and in the Chote 
Nagpur Division a cooly-earns more than Rs. 5 in a coal-mine. If he: can earn 


more than Rs. 5 at home, why should he sacrifice his liberty and go to: Assam 


to serve as a slave on the same pay? In and near Calcutta, a cooly’ earns 
Rs. 8 or Rs, 10 a. month, why should he, then, remain satisfied with Re, 6 in 
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Assam? We are grateful to the Government for its new proposals. It would 
have earned the — of the whole country, if it ha repealed the Cooly 
Act altogether. The Assam-Bengal Railway is being carried through dense 
jungle, and coolies go there of their own accord, and no legislative measure has 

n found necessary for the recruitment of labour for this line. Why shoulda 
special law be necessary for recruiting labour for the Assam tea-gardens? The 
coolies in the tea-gardens have to work hard, but their wages are low. Whip- 
ping and kicking the coolies are acts not rare in the tea-gardens. About 
60 to 70 thousand coolies are working in the coal-mines, and about 40 
to 50 thousand of them are working in jute mills; but no legislative measure 
is found necessary to keep them to their work. Why should it be 22 in 
the case of tea- garden coolies? The Government knows all this and, therefore, 
it says again and again that the cooly law will be repealed when increased 
facilities of communication with Assam are secured. We hope that the 
Government will do good to the country by fulfilling its promise without 
further delay. 3 


33. The same paper remarks that Lord Curzon has done well in nominat- 
ing Mr. Woodroffe to a seat in the Supreme 
1 the Supreme Legislative Council in the place of Sir Griffith 
a Evans. Sir Griffith was a member of the Council 
for a very long time, but he did more harm than good to the country. 


34. The Bangabhumi of “sll th November has the following on the Cooly 
3 Bill 0 
one Cee oer A repeal of the cooly law is highly desirable. 
It is not, however, proposed to do that. The proposed amendments are not all 
very satisfactory. We admit that the present Bill is a material improvement 
upon the existing law, but it requires to be modified. It ought to be provided 
in the Bill that a cooly shall be registered in the district in which he resides. 
If a person is fraudulently recruited, he can have some chance of saving him- 
self from the recruiter’s clutches if he discovers the fraud in his own district. 
Out of his district, a man is quite helpless and becomes an easy prey to the 
wily recruiter and is easily induced to sign the contract. The facilities 
for recruitment which the Bill proposes to give to the garden sardars may also 
produce undesirable consequences. The provisions regarding these facilities 
require to be modified. 


35. The Bankura Darpan of the 8th November writes as follows: - 
We heartily thank the Government for its 
proposal to amend certain sections of the exisiting 
Cooly Act and insert new sections in the same 
in order to lessen its rigour, It will be benefiting the country if the good. 
provisions which have been inserted in the Bill are passed. The Englishmah 
has already begun to plead the cause of tne tea-planters. It says that the tea 
industry is no longer so profitable as before and the planters will, therefore, 
suffer great loss, if the cost of growing tea is increased, and that coolies do 
not earn more than five rupees, even at Chota Nagpur. But if they can earn 
five rupees at home, why should they go to a distant province for that paltr 
sum? The Cooly Act was passed with the view of getting tea-garden ak 
done at five rupees per cooly.. The Sanjivani says that a native member ought 
to have a seat in the Imperial Legislative Council, in order to plead the cause 
of the coolies. If a cooly remains in jail or away from the garden for a year 
has to serve an 
additional one year after the expiry of histerm. It has been provided in the 
Bill that no cooly will be made to serve, in this way, after the expiry of the 
term of his agreement. And this is a wise provision. We hear that there is 
another reason for which a cooly is required to execute a fresh agreement after 
the expiry of bis term. It is said that the paltry sums which the coolies get 
do not cover all their expenses; they spend their money on drink, and are 
consequently obliged to take something, nearly every month, in advance from 
their employers. In this way, they are found, after the expiry of their term, to 
owe considerable sums of money to the gardens, for which they are requi 
to sign fresh agreements. If this be true, it ought to be provided in the Bi 
that they should not be made to execute such fresh agreements. | 


The proposed amendment of the 
cooly law. 
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V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


36. The Hitavadi of the 8rd November writes as follows:— 


* fodder famine is much more serious than grain 
famine, and it will be almost impossible to save the cattle. Yet Lord Cufzon 
is trying his best to save them. During the last famine, the Poona Sarvajanik 
Sabha requested the Government to save cattle, but neither Lord Elgin, nor 
Lord Sandhurst granted the request. It is, no doubt, refreshing news to the 
Indian public that, thanks to Lord Curzon, an attempt is being made to save 
cattle from starvation during the present famine. : ig aan 


The Viceroy is inspecting the famine-stricken places and the relief works 
opened there. There is no doubt that this speaks a good deal for his ability 
and large-heartedness. We, nevertheless, beg to bring one fact to his notice. 
In obedience to the Famine Code, the Government remits land revenue in the 
ca:e of destitute raiyats. Lord Curzon has promised to make a remission of 
land revenue in such cases, but we beg®to point out to him that such remission 
should be made before the people are reduced to destitution. The poor raiyats 
should not be made to pay rent by selling their domestic utensils. The 
Famine Commission admitted in their report that Government help does not 
materially benefit the raiyats, if it does not come before they are reduced to 
absolute destitution. : 


Relief works have been opened in many places. During the last famine, 
people were employed on the construction of railways and in breakin 
stones. If this year, the famine relief works should consist of digging an 
re-excavating tanks and wells, the water-supply of the famine-stricken places 
would be considerably improved. Lord Curzon will leave a name behind him 
if he directs his attention to the digging and repairing of tanks. | 


37. The Manbhum of the 7th November writes that scarcity is appre- 
hended in many parts of Bengal. The prospects 
of the crops in many parts of Manbhum are not 
very hopeful owing to drought. Chota Nagpur also 1s not safe. A Singhbhum 
correspondent writes that the prices of grains are going up there. | 


38. The Dainik Chandrika of the 8th November has the following:— 
We are glad to say that our popular Viceroy is 
on tour, inspecting the famine-stricken districts 
and seeing with his own eyes what arrangements have been made by the local 
authorities to give relief to the distress people. Not caring for the plague, he 
has risked his own life by visiting the famine districts of the Bae Presi- 
dency. It has become the first and foremost object of his visit to find out 
measures which will effectually check the famine. May God bless such a 
popular and kind-hearted Viceroy! 


. Crop prospects in Manbhum. 


Lord Curzon’s famine tour. 


39. The Bankura Darpan * * 8th November 2 rs eee 5 
| a n October 1896, only 50,000 people wor 
1 on relief works. But this year E and 
fifty thousand people are working. This time we have great hopes. The 
days of Lord Elgin are gone and Lord Curzon is now at the head of the 
Government. Lord Elgin did not admit that there was famine, even when 
many had died of starvation. This time Lord Curzon has taken measures as 
soon as he has found famine imminent. He has his eye over the subjects of 
the Native States, so that they may not die of starvation. Lord Curzon is 
visiting the famine-stricken districts in order to see with his own eyes the real 
condition of the famine-stricken people and how the relief measures are being 
carried out. This year fodder scarcity is more serious than grain scarcity. 
Lord Curzon is ales trying to save the cattle. May God blesshim! The 
Indian raiyats are very poor. They suffer severely if there is scarcity only 
one year. The mahajans do not lend them paddy, and they suffer extremely 
from hunger. Government’s anxiety will be considerably diminished, if this 
extreme poverty of the raiyats can be in some measure permanently relieved. 


The Viceroy has admitted that this. year 
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40. The Stichar of the 3lst October has the following as a “ Circular of 
the Assam Government” :— | : 
W. 8 of, the Asyam der. There is quite a downpour of titles every year 
N in Bengal, Bihar and other places in Bengal, but in 
Assam there is no cloud, no shower of titles. J have, therefore, made up my 
mind to cause titles to pour down like a veritable shower of hail. The following 
qualifications, will entitle one to a certificate or the title of Rao Saheb. It is 
auperfluous to add that this certificate or title will follow the fortunate recipient 
even to his grave: 
(1) To promise 15 doing of good or cause other people to promise it on 
one's b 7 . + 1 ° e 
(2) To take bribes openly. A bribe being a perquisite, one is justly 
: entitled to it. a 5 | 
(3) If one be a master, to show that one is so by kicking, boxing and 
5 otherwise ill- treating one’s subordinates. 
(4) To cringe to a European like a dog and make a low salaam to him 
| whenever he is come across, 


(5), To spend one's time in drinking and in playing at cards and 
lice. : 


All applications for titles and certificates should be sent up within 
the month of December, for the downpour of hail comes off on the Ist 
January. 

41. The Samiran of the lst November says:— 

oe The Bhagalpur and the Darjeeling disaster 
pro tue and the Bhagal- Occurred at one and the same time. But the real 
ann state of affairs at Bhagalpur is not yet known, while 
accounts of the Darjeeling disaster are still filling the columns of the news- 
papers. Her Majesty herself and all high officials from the Viceroy down to 
the Divisional Commissioner are expressing sympathy in various ways with 
the distressed in Darjeeling. But while the Government is expressing sorrow 
for the untimely death of 1 children and for the disaster that has be- 
fallen its own happy abode, nothing is said of the Bhagalpur disaster, which 
is of a much more serious nature than What has taken place in Darjeeling. 


UR ITA Papers. 


* 


of distress in the Sambalpur district of the Central 
Provinces and in the Tributary States of Sonepur 
and Boad, the latter belonging to the Cuttack 
Division. The case of Bamra and other Tributary States is no better. The 
price of rice is said to be rising rapidly in those places. 

43. The Samvadvahika of the 5th October is informed that a diamond 
mine has been scented in Bamanghati Bahalda 


42, The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the llth October is sorry to. notice signs 
eee Sambalpur, 


‘ 4 diamond mine in Mobur- in the ie eg | State of Mohurbhanj in Orissa, 
BAD), . and that the Raja of that place has proceeded 
thither to inspect the same. 


44. The Sambalpur Hitatshini of the 4th October approves of the measures. 
which the Raja of Bikanir has adopted for the 
suppression of adultery in his State, but doubts 
whether the measures, will, in the end, prove 
successful. ae 
45, The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 11th October. regrets; to inform 
the public that the villages situated in Dantar, in, 
in. Nagi. in certain. kills Nilgiri in Orissa. are much exposed to the, 
. depredations of man-eating tigers, Who are carny- 
Raban three or fonr. human beings every day. The, Rajas of Nilgiri and 
Mohurbhanj have failed to kill them. The writer implores the British anthori- 
ties to save the villagera from further attacks. | 


Measures for the suppression of 
adultery, in Bikanir, 
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46. Referring to the dismissal of Raja Chitpal Sing, late Joint-Magis- 


trate of Ghazipur, the Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 
5 A — gy incompetentmen 11th October observes that the Government com- 
: mitted a mistake in the very beginning by appoint- 


ing incompetent men to responsible posts without examination of any kind. 


47. The Samvadvahika 15 “tg a and ge U n of the 
, rare 28th October are giad to state that heavy showers 
Timely rainfall in Oris. of rain on the Dasahara day saved nit. 6 of the 
standing rice crops as were not already destroyed by drought. | 
48, The Samvadvahtka of the 26th October regrets to learn that a tiger 
is constantly frequenting the road, between the 
Balasore town and the Somenathpur road, and is 
thereby spreading terror all round. The writer requests the District Magis- 
trate to take immediate steps to remove the pest from a piace, which is so near 
the Balasore town. Roe 
49. Referring to the proposal of Lord Curzon to put a stop to the constant 
transfers of officers, the same paper suggests that 
Ps frequent transfers of new rules should be so framed as not to allow 
wt a oppressive and unpopular officers to remain in one 
place for a large number of 1 for that would tax the patience of the 
people among whom they would be placed. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


A tiger near the Balasore town. 
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SaAMVADVAHIKA. 
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